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In 2024, South Dakota’s 

winter wheat production  

was projected to reach  

44.5 million  

bushels
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Increased agricultural production in countries like Brazil 

has intensified competition in global grain markets, 

affecting US exports. Additionally, logistical challenges, 

such as drought-induced reductions in Panama Canal 

capacity and geopolitical conflicts affecting shipping 

routes, have further complicated export dynamics. 
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Dr Jon Kleinjan
Executive Director

The Commission helped sponsor travel to the 
first Hard Red Spring Wheat Worker’s Meeting 
in Fargo and Casselton, ND.

A small group of Commission personnel 
attended the Milling and Baking short course in 
Manhattan, KS, seeing firsthand how different 
wheat flours affect the quality of baked goods.

The Commission supports milling research  
at the Northern Crops Institute in Fargo, ND. 
Featured here are different types, or "breaks",  
of wheat flours.

The Commission is proud to support scholarships 
at institutions across South Dakota. This past 
year’s recipients from Lake Area Technical  
College in Watertown, SD were Isaac Van Scharrel 
from Hitchcock, SD, and Kaeden Bitterman  
from Canton, SD.

The Commission congratulates Dr. David 
Wright, South Dakota State University's former 
Agronomy, Horticulture, and Plant Sciences 
Department Head, on his retirement. Dr. Wright 
has been a valued partner to the Commission.

The Commission visited Portland, OR, and  
was able to tour the United Grain terminal.  
This PNW region is our country's number  
one port for wheat exports.

F I E L D S  o f
 O P P O R T U N I T Y



  FY23   FY24† 

  $ % $ %     

 R E S E A R C H  714,619 51 814,468 54

    

 M A R K E T D E V E LO P M E N T   168,675 12 222,350 15

    

 E D U CAT I O N / P R O M OT I O N  99,135 7 136,736 9 

   

 P O L I CY  100,681 7 94,954 6

    

 O P E R AT I O N S *  39,985 3 109,202 7

    

 T R AV E L  63,599 5 58,129 4 

   

 P E R S O N N E L  161,374 12 164,868 11

    

 B E N E F I TS  39,775 3 33,912 2

    

 TOTAL  1,388,023 100 1,511,412 100

*The increase in operations 
expense is due to paying 
rent for two offices for half 
of 2024, moving costs, and 
outsourcing the accounting.  

AC R E S  P L A N T E D 

WHEAT TYPE ACRES % CHANGE FROM 2023

Winter Wheat 860,000 -7

Spring Wheat 660,000 -11

Total Wheat 1,520,000 -9

AC R E S  H A RV E ST E D

WHEAT TYPE ACRES % CHANGE FROM 2023

Winter Wheat 760,000 13

Spring Wheat 635,000 -2

Total Wheat 1,395,000 0

B U S H E LS  H A RV E ST E D

WHEAT TYPE BUSHELS % CHANGE FROM 2023

Winter Wheat 47.9 million 52

Spring Wheat 31.1 million 11

Total Wheat 79 million 30

Y I E L D S

WHEAT TYPE BUSHELS/ACRE % CHANGE FROM 2023

Winter Wheat 63 34

Spring Wheat 49 14

WHEAT PRODUCTION 2024
S O U T H  D A K O T A

WHEAT COMMISSION INVESTMENTS
S O U T H  D A K O T A

All wheat stored in all positions  
on December 1, 2024 totaled  
53.4 million bushels, up from 43.8 
million from 2023, a 22% increase.

Winter wheat plantings in  
the fall of 2024 are estimated 
to be 790,000 acres, down  
8% from fall 2023.

Previous winter wheat  
record yield for SD was  
58 bu/acre in both 2016  
and 2020.

The spring wheat  
record yield for SD  
is 56 bu/acre in 2014.

†FY24 runs from 
July 1, 2023 through 
June 30, 2024.



S D W H E A T . O R G


