
January 2022

 

Association Name Change: 
South Dakota Wheat Growers Association 

At our annual meeting, held on November 30, 2021, during Ag Horizons, the 
members voted for a name change of SD Wheat Incorporated.  

 
It all started when the elevator chain named SD Wheat Growers merged and 

became Agtegra. That change left the old name available. After some work with 
the Secretary of State and a vote from our members at SD Wheat Inc., the 
members changed the Association name. 

 
Now the work begins to rebrand the Association. Social media, web sites, 

letter head and much more. Over the next few months, we will put our “action” 
plan in motion, which includes seven district meeting and membership recruit-
ment advantages and a media campaign. 

 
We will also be working on our policy for the upcoming Farm Bill. We will be 

reaching out to our members and non-members for input into what works with 
the Farm Bill and what changes we should lobby for. 

 
In January two Board of Directors will be traveling to Washington, DC to 

meet with our SD Congressmen.  We have included a survey on page 4 & 5 and 
its link, so that we can here from wheat producers across South Dakota. Your 
input is significant to the message we take to DC. Whether we are advocating 
the continuation of a program or fighting for a change, it starts with input from 
our members and the wheat producers of SD. So please take time to fill out the 
survey, contact a SDWGA Director or email the office at wheatinc@midco.net.
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Directors 
DISTRICT 1 

Open 
DISTRICT 2 

Adam Roseth, Midland 
DISTRICT 3 

Tanner Handcock, Wall 
DISTRICT 4 

Doug Simons, St. Lawrence 
DISTRICT 5 

Todd Mangin, Gettysburg 
DISTRICT 6 

Steve Rumpza, Wilmont 
DISTRICT 7 

Paul Hetland, Mitchell 
Caren Assman, Executive Director 

PO Box 667 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Office: (605) 224-4418 
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wheatinc@midco.net
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Office: (605) 773-4645 

Bryan Jorgensen, Ideal 
Tregg Cronin, Gettysburg  

Terry Hand, Midland 
Julian Roseth, Midland 

Leon Koeppe, Claire City
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The South Dakota Wheat Inc., and NAWG Board 
of Directors set the organization’s policy priorities dur-
ing its annual meeting. The organization’s priorities 
fall primarily into three buckets: farm support pro-
grams; trade and market access; and climate, sus-
tainability, and regulatory issues. The items below are 
the specific priorities adopted by NAWG. 

 
Farm support programs 

 
• Be a spokesperson for wheat growers with 

members of the Agriculture Committees and USDA 
officials. 

 
• Protect farm programs and crop insurance dur-

ing the annual budget and appropriations process. 
 
• Continue working on improvements to quality 

adjustments in the crop insurance program. 
 
• Engage USDA in improving FSA and NRCS 

staffing and program delivery. 
 
• Identify improvements that need to be made to 

the farm safety net for consideration in the 2023 Farm 
Bill process. 

 
• Analyze and advocate for beneficial conserva-

tion programs and policies in the next Farm Bill. 
 
• Engage and message on the state of the farm 

economy, including ensuring that wheat growers’ 
needs are addressed in COVID-19 relief programs 
and through disaster programs. 

 
Trade and Market Access 

 
• Work with US Wheat Associates on advocating 

before Congress for enforcement of existing trade 
agreements and on the importance of building new 
markets. 

 
• Preserve and enhance funding levels for export 

promotion programs (MAP/FMD/ATP). 
 
• Engage on infrastructure/transportation policy 

action that would affect our ability to get the crop to 
market and U.S competitiveness in international mar-
kets. 

 
• Collaborate with wheat value chain stakeholders 

towards implementation of a breadbasket checkoff. 
 

Climate/Sustainability/Regulatory Issues 
 
• Engage in climate discussions in a constructive 

manner to represent wheat growers’ interests. 
 
• Engage with the USDA, EPA, and FDA to ensure 

that regulation of new technology is science-based 
and increases profitability for growers. 

 
• Fight against regulatory issues which place 

undue burden on wheat producers. 
 
• Work collaboratively with industry to protect and 

secure use of crop protection products. 
 
• Protect wheat growers’ use of EPA approved 

crop protection tools and defend against unscientific 
attacks on that ability. 

 
• Protect improvements made under the Navi-

gable Waters Protection Rule: Definition of Waters of 
the United States. 

 
• Lead wheat research advocacy on Capitol Hill. 

Upcoming Organization’s Policy Priorities

SD Wheat Inc., Board of Directors sharing their 
message with Senator John Thune.



Wheat Producer Advantage

1. What type of risk is the most important to cover in Title 

1? Provisions of Title I, the “Commodity Title,” of the 2018 

farm bill authorize current commodity revenue support 

programs like marketing assistance loan (MAL) program 

and the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) and Agricultural Risk 

Coverage (ARC) programs 

            a. Price 

            b. Revenue 

            c. Yield 

            d. [Include text field for any comments] 

 

2. Rate each of the following Title I programs in terms of 

effectiveness relative to wheat. 

            a. Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 

                   i. N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than Satisfac-

                   tory, Satisfactory, Above Average, and Excell-

                   ent] 

 

            b. Agriculture Risk Coverage-County (ARC-CO) 

                   i. N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than Satisfac-

                   tory, Satisfactory, Above Average, and Excel-

                   lent] 

 

            c. Agriculture Risk Coverage-Individual (ARC-IC) 

                    i. N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than Satis- 

                   factory, Satisfactory, Above Average, and Ex-

                   cellent] 

 

            d. Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) 

                    i. N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than Satis- 

                   factory, Satisfactory, Above Average, and Ex-

                   cellent] 

 

            e. Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) 

                   i. N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than Satis 

                   factory, Satisfactory, Above Average, and Ex-

                   cellent] 

 

            f. Do you have any suggestions to make Title I pro

            grams more effective? 

                    i. [Include text field for any comments – “] 

 

3. How effective is your crop insurance policy for wheat at 

covering losses? In the comments, please elaborate on 

which additional crop insurance policies provided value to 

you in managing risk. 

            a. N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than Satisfactory, 

                   Satisfactory, Above Average, and Excellent] 

            b. [Include text field for any comments] 

 

4. What challenges or hurdles do you face when purchas-

ing or making crop insurance claims? 

            a. [Include text field for any comments] 

 

5. What is your biggest concern about in the future of crop 

insurance? 

            a. [Include text field for any comments] 

 

6. What would you like to see improved or changed in the 

crop insurance program? 

            a. [Include text field for any comments] 

 

7. Do you think that the following ad-hoc programs were 

effective and necessary to cover disasters? If yes, rate 

them on their effectiveness? 

            a. Market Facilitation Program (MFP) 

                   i. Yes or No 

                   If-Yes, N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than 

                   Satisfactory, Satisfactory, Above Average, 

                   and Excellent] 

 

            a. Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 

                   i. Yes or No 

                   If-Yes, N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than 

                   Satisfactory, Satisfactory, Above Average, 

                   and Excellent] 
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This survey will be available at wheatworld.org very shortly. Your comments are important to our policies for the next 
farmbill. Please take time to participate on-line.
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            b. Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus 

            (WHIP+) 

                   i. Yes or No 

                   If-Yes, N/A + 1-5 [Unsatisfactory, less than 

                   Satisfactory, Satisfactory, Above Average, 

                   and Excellent] 

                   [Include text field for any comments] 

 

7. Are you supportive of reestablishing a permanent dis-

aster aid program, like WHIP+, if it meant reduced funding 

for some Title I or Crop Insurance programs? 

            a. Yes or No 

            [Include text field for any comments] 

 

8. If farm bill programs were condensed or eliminated, 

which of the following would you prefer to use as your 

main risk management too? 

            a. Title I 

            b. Crop Insurance 

            c. Disaster/ Ad-Hoc Payments 

 

9. Does the current wheat PLC reference price of $5.50 

per bushel cover cost of production? 

            Yes/No 

 

10. What do you think is the highest level at which the PLC 

target price could be set without affecting your planting 

decision? 

            a. Less than $5.00 per bushel 

            b. $5.01-$5.25 per bushel 

            c. $5.26-$5.50 per bushel 

            d. $5.51-$5.75 per bushel 

            e. $5.76-$6.00 per bushel 

            f. More than $6.00 per bushel 

 

11. If you could make any change to Title I or Crop Insur-

ance without worrying about off-sets, funding, the debt, 

or any other repercussions, what would you like to see? 

 

12. When working with FSA, NRCS or your conservation 

district, what type of conservation assistance are you seek-

ing to address? 

            a. Water quality 

            b. Water quantity/drought 

            c. Nutrient management 

            d. Soil health 

            e. Assistance to comply with regulations 

            f. Endangered species habitat-related issues 

            g. Other write in 

 

13. What type of conservation assistance is most impor-

tant to you? 

            a. Land retirement – payments for taking portions 

            of the field/farm out of production 

            b. Working lands – payments for adopting 

            practices/technology in-field 

            c. Easements (protect land from development) 

            d. Other – write in 

 

14. Are there sufficient conservation options/practices/en-

hancements available in the USDA conservation programs 

for wheat growers? 

 

15. If you could make any change to conservation pro-

grams, what would you like to see? 

 

16. Are cover crops used in your area? 

 

17. Are you aware of local recommendations on the use 

of cover crops? 

 

18. Do you participate in Farm Service Agency (FSA) guar-

anteed or direct loan programs? 

 

19. If yes, what program(s)? 

            a. Guaranteed ownership 

            b. Guaranteed operating 

            c. Direct ownership 

            d. Direct operating 

 

20. Did loan rates trigger the availability of Marketing As-

sistance Loans/Loan Deficiency Payments in your area this 

year? 

 

21. If yes, did you find this option helpful? 

 

22. How valuable do you consider local FSA office services 

to be? (1 = not valuable; 5 = very valuable) 

 

23. How useful do you find online services like aerial pho-

tography, Farm+, the Common Land Unit system, and 

ACRSI to be? (1 = not useful; 5 = very useful)
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Session will start on January 11. SD Wheat Inc. will be 
watching the following issues: 

 
STATE 

 
• Preliminary numbers of one-time money are over $60 

Million in state general fund dollars and $1.25 Billion in fed-
eral money. 

 
• Water projects $660,000,000. 
 
• Workforce housing $50,000,000. 
 
• Broadband $50,000,000. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF AG AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

 
• Results for department merger of Dept of Ag & 

DENR. 
 
• Update on the DEX complex on State Fair Grounds 

PUC. 
 
• Grain Broker oversight — increase penalties for 

buying grain without a license. 
 

AG LAND TASK FORCE 
 
• No legislation from the task force introduced at this 

time and soil table is on hold. 
 
• An actual use bill maybe introduced by a House 

member. 
 

SDSU FUNDING PRIORITIES 
 
• Cottonwood Research Farm and a Meat Lab Up-

grade. 
 

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
 
• Request $3 million of one-time funds to the Conser-

vation District Special Revenue Fund. 
 
• Request $100,000 increase for the Coordinated Nat-

ural Resources Conservation Fund for resilient forest proj-
ects.

2022 Legislative Session Issues

The South Dakota Pest Manage-
ment guides are now available for 
free. The guides offer recommenda-
tions for controlling weeds, insects, 
and diseases in a variety of South Da-
kota crops. 

 
Use this link to access the guides: 

2022 South Dakota Pest 
Management Guide - Wheat

South Dakota Pest 
Management 

Guides

If you have comments or concerns on any 
of the legislative issues please contact the 
SD Wheat, Inc. office at 1-605-224-4418 or 
email us at wheatinc@midco.net. You can 
watch any of the legislative committee’s 

on-line at  https://sdlegislature.gov/
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With AgriPro® brand wheat varieties continuing to push for genetic diversity, it’s no wonder AgriPro makes 
up the largest portfolio in the wheat industry and consistently ranks in the top yield groups in every region. 
New releases show improved yield of 3 to 5% over current varieties. It’s time to plant top-performing 
wheat varieties in your field.

Hard Red Spring Wheat

New! AP Murdock—Yield Muscle and Straw Strength
To learn more, contact your local AgriPro Associate 
or visit AgriProWheat.com.   
  

Varieties that lead the industry.  
And lead you to better yields. 

©2020 Syngenta. Some or all of the varieties may be protected under one or more of the following: Plant Variety Protection, 
United States Plant Patents and/or Utility Patents and may not be propagated or reproduced without authorization. AgriPro®, the 

Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.




