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We all know and recognize the name SD Wheat
Growers. It stopped being a house hold name when Agte-
gra was created with the merging of SD Wheat Growers
and North Central Farmers Elevator. It has been four years
since the merger, which has opened up an opportunity for
SD Wheat Incorporated for a name change.

SD Wheat Incorporated was created over 40 years ago
but the SD Wheat Growers name was already taken by the
elevator cooperative. But our association members have
always been wheat growers and now we have the oppor-
tunity to have the Association name reflect its membership.

Members of the SD Wheat Incorporated will have the
opportunity to vote on the name change at the Ag Horizons
Conference held in Pierre on November 30 and December
1, 2021. You must be a current member to participate in
the voting process. Several names for the Association will
be presented during its Annual meeting. ’

SD Wheat Incorporated would like to publicly thank Ag-
tegra for providing this opportunity to the wheat growers of
South Dakota. Agtegra’s Board agreed to release the name
once several legal issues were resolved.

Watch for further information on specific times and
dates for the vote.
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The Honorable Katherine Tai

U.S. Trade Representative

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative
600 17th Street NW

Washington, DC 20508

July 23, 2021

Dear Ambassador Tai and Secretary Vilsack,

paying jobs across the United States.

with you and your respective staff.

Sincerely,

American Farm Bureau Federation
American Seed Trade Association
American Soybean Association
AMVAC Chemical Corporation

Bayer US

CoBank

Corn Refiners Association

CropLife America

Farmers for Free Trade

Gowan Company

International Dairy Foods Association
Leather and Hide Council of America
National Association of Egg Farmers
National Association of State Departments of
Agriculture

National Association of Wheat Growers
National Corn Growers Association
National Cotton Council
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The Honorable Thomas Vilsack Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave. SW

Washington, DC 20250

The undersigned organizations strongly support U.S. leadership in reforming and revitalizing the World Trade
Organization (WTO). We represent a broad array of the U.S. food and agriculture sector, which collectively supports
millions of hard-working farm families and 40 million jobs in farming, manufacturing, transportation, retail, services,
government, and other professions, while contributing $7 trillion to the U.S. economy. As you know, trade is a
leading driver of growth within the agricultural sector, helping family farmers, workers, rural communities, and di-
verse businesses across America connect to customers around the globe. Agricultural exports are a way to share
Americais bounty of food, fuel, and fiber with others, while simultaneously building back our own economies. Ho-
wever, the benefits of trade to American agriculture are greatly enhanced by well-defined trade rules and well-
functioning international institutions, especially the WTO.

The world is looking to the Biden Administration to provide leadership to reform the WTO, a difficult but impor-
tant task that could serve as a lasting achievement and benefit American workers, including farmers and ranchers,
for many years to come. The WTO has served American farmers, ranchers, and workers across the food and ag-
riculture sector well, but in recent years the flaws in the system have become apparent. Reform is badly needed,
including changes that lead to a market opening agenda for agriculture and a better functioning institution. These
changes can help improve global agricultural sustainability and support rural communities, workers, and better-

The attachment to this letter outlines a set of principles to address WTO reform issues and priorities for the
12th Ministerial Conference later this year. In summary, WTO reform should focus on further market-based and
sustainable trade liberalization, institutional improvements that help members better prevent or address trade prob-
lems, and a more effective and efficient dispute settlement system.

Thank you in advance for prioritizing the needs of American rural and agricultural communities as you work to-
wards WTO reform. The undersigned organizations welcome the opportunity to further discuss these principles

National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
National Milk Producers Federation
National Oilseed Processors Association
National Turkey Federation

North American Meat Institute
Northwest Horticultural Council

Pet Food Institute

Sweetener Users Association

U.S. Apple Association

U.S. Cattlemen’s Association

U.S. Dairy Export Council

U.S. Grains Council

U.S. Soybean Export Council

U.S. Wheat Associates

UPL

USA Poultry & Egg Export Council

USA Rice




By Ruth Beck, SDSU Extension Agronomy Field Specialist

Benefits of Wheat in a Corn Soybean Rotation
Updated August 26, 2020

Crop rotation has long been recognized as a standard
component of integrated pest management in cropping
systems. However, in recent years, the combined improve-
ment in pesticide technology and crop genetics has made
it possible for many producers to step away from crop ro-
tation and rely solely on improved genetics, pesticides, and
tillage to control pests. In 2012 planted corn acres across
South Dakota increased 15% and soybeans acres in-
creased 12%. Winter wheat and spring wheat acres were
down 18% and 12% respectively. The current economics
of growing corn over wheat and the wet weather trend of
the last two years have both factored in the decision to in-
crease corn acres this past spring.

However, the increasing lack of diversity in crop rota-
tions can and is providing an opportunity for weed, disease
and insect organisms to build to harmful levels. One ex-
ample of this is the breakdown of corn rootworm resist-
ance in some corn hybrids which showed up in corn fields
in eastern South Dakota this summer. A two season inter-
val between growing a given crop or crop type can help to
guard against pest species shifts and minimize the prob-
ability of developing resistant, tolerant or adapted pest
species. Some of the weed pressure that continues to
mount with resistance might be better handled by includ-
ing wheat or some other small grain in a rotation. The result
could be a reduced pesticide bill.

The 2012 drought has demonstrated that there are also
other benefits to a diverse crop rotation including reduced
risk associated with adverse weather. Where wheat pro-
ducers harvested an above average crop in 2012, many
corn fields across the state have suffered from the hot dry
weather. In many areas the dry hot conditions did not set
in until well into the wheat growing season and wheat was
past the high water use time in its life. Corn and soybeans
begin to utilize water later in the growing season. The tim-
ing coincided with above average temperatures and dry
conditions this year. Growth was affected to a greater de-
gree in these crops. Wheat can also affect soil moisture
storage. Fields where wheat was harvested in 2012 should
have a greater period of time to regenerate soil moisture.
Crop rotations can benefit by including crops with different
crop water use patterns.

Proper application of rotational planning can increase
yields and reduce costs. Maintaining and improving soil
health and fertility positively affects whole farm economics
by reducing weed, disease, and insect pressure and resist-
ance to pesticides. Well planned crop rotations spread
workloads to reduce fixed machinery and labor costs; pro-
vide more optimum planting and harvesting timing; and di-
versify income and spread weather risks.

Means of control of production need no longer give same sense of supremacy

Food security is built around trade these days and not actual production

How easily can foodstuffs be traded across borders?
That determines food security hierarchy more than any-
thing else.

Food security is not about food production only. As a
concept and as a national security matter, it has become
more globalized and will continue to be so.

A few multinational companies that control most food
trade played, and continue to play, an imperative role in
processing and moving food commodities from one region
to another. That, and other factors such as food aid and
trade deals inclusive of agriculture, have turned food com-
modities that they focused on into strategic staples in re-

__gions and countries where they were not originally.
Advertising

To illustrate, Mexico had the production and price of
maize under control before the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) was signed, resulting in a flood of
cheaper to produce maize from elsewhere. Farmers lost
their livelihoods, and the price of maize became trade-con-
trolled and influenced.

The same happened in the Middle East and North Af-
rican (MENA) region, when wheat was either cheaply im-
ported or provided as food aid that was sometimes part of

4

a larger aid package to countries. Consequently, the region
lost its production comparative advantage, wherever and
whenever it had one, and the regionis diet became increas-
ingly ‘wheatified’.

The price of wheat then became a prominent factor in
the region’s troubles and a trigger to many of its protests,
like in 2011, with-diminishing-domestic production to
flatten price fluctuations.

Another example here is from the UAE. My grand-
mother used to be the family holder of a subsidy card to
purchase rice when she was a child in the 20th century.
Rice is not a food commodity that can be naturally and
cheaply produced in the UAE. , R

Rice was, and still is, imported from nearby regions
that possess comparative advantage to produce it. The
whole process seemed manageable at the time. However,
growth in the UAE’s population, in a tremendously glob-
alized food security environment, heightened the need to
import various food commodities for a diverse population.

Truly beyond borders

Given that there are limitations on what can be domes-
tically produced at reasonable costs, such a diverse pop-

(Continued on page 6)
South Dakota Wheat Advantage
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Connie Strunk, SDSU Extension Plant Pathology Field Specialist

Additional Authors: Emmanuel Byamukama, Sara Bauder, & Adam Varenhorst

Sooty Mold: A Saprophytic Fungi

easily mistaken for a disease caused by plant pathogens.
Saprophytic fungi feed on dead or decaying organic matter
and may become a problem, especially when wheat dies
prematurely. Sooty mold does not cause the plantsi death
or reduced yield.

What It Looks Like/How It Occurs

Sooty mold varies from dark, olive-green to a black
color, but other colors may be observed (there are more
than one causal fungi). Sooty mold can occur in wheat
fields which have died prematurely due to stress from
chemical damage, insect pressure (especially aphids),
frost, hail other pathogens, such as root rots, or drought.
Sooty mold can grow on dead wheat leaves, stems and
heads. Now that we have received some moisture, the
concern for these saprophytic fungi increases, because it
may continue to develop on the unharvested wheat heads.
Black point discoloration may occur on infested wheat ker-
nels.

Black point symptoms include the brown or black dis-
coloration of the kernel. Although black point isnit associ-
ated with yield loss, the presence of discolored kernels can
result in reduced grain quality.

Management

The best management practice for sooty mold is fol-
lowing best management practices and scouting to mini-
mize plant stress and prevent plant injury, which
contributes to sooty mold development. Timely harvesting
also reduces chances for continued sooty mold devel-
opment on the wheat heads. It is important to note that
fields with sooty mold will be much dustier during harvest.

Figure 1.
Dirty, dark-colored appearance of sooty mold on
wheat heads.
While out crop scouting, sooty mold was observed in
some South Dakota wheat fields.

Food Security (continued from page 4)

ulation can never be fed from the country’s own food pro-
duction. What resulted from these and other examples
throughout history is a globalised food security that is
driven more and more by food trade, not food production.
Saying so does not dismiss food production altogether.
Rather, it explains how food security has become bor-
derless that production comparative advantage could
easily shift from regions well entrenched in the production

of a food commodity to others that did not necessarily

possess such an advantage.

The earlier NAFTA example is a case in point here.
Whether production comparative advantage is gained
through expensive subsidies and protectionist tariffs is a
separate and debatable matter, which is yet to be settled
in multilateral organizations like the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO).

Expanding need for land

Notably, the globalization of food security has been in

the work for centuries. Historically, countries achieved self-

6

sufficiency by producing what the land could naturally pro-
duce without the intervention of governments of the day
through subsidies and protectionist tariffs.

As populations grew beyond what the land can pro-
duce to feed them, civilizations grew beyond their initially
intended borders to acquire new lands and bring them
under their own tillage. Akin to today’s case with multi-
national companies controlling a majority of food trade, the
trade of food and spices centuries ago was controlled by
trading-companies-with-colonial-affiliations-of that time. -

To summarize, the notion of food security is no longer
determined by food production. The growing role of inter-
national food trade in todayis globalized food security will
be even more essential in the future. More so as pop-
ulations continue to grow beyond what the land can natu-
rally and inexpensively produce.

The last thought that | want torleave you with: Will food
production keep up with food trade?

Published: July 27, 2021
Abdulnasser Alshaali, Special to Gulf News

South Dakota Wheat Advantage
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The U.S. is pr0]ected to exporf 12% of the Woi‘ld’s Whéélt exports
in the 2021-22 wheat marketing year.

There are indications that the U.S. percentage share
of world wheat exports (and of most grains and oilseeds)
will continue to decline. At the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury (2000), the five-year average for U.S. wheat exports
totaled 27% of the world’s exports. Black Sea exporters
(Kazakhstan, Russia, and Ukraine) supplied 6% of the
worldis wheat exports.

Today’s market tells a different story. The U.S. is pro-
jected to export 12% of the world’s wheat exports in the
2021/22 wheat marketing year. Black Sea exporters are
projected to export 34% of the world’s 2021-22 wheat ex-
ports.

The U.S. percentage share of the world’s wheat ex-
ports may continue to decline. The good news, however,
is that increasing world wheat exports may cause little
change in the number of bushels that the U.S. exports.

In 2000, the five-year average (1995-1999) Ukrainian
wheat production was 560 million bushels. In 2021, Uk-
raine had increased its five-year average (2016-2020)
wheat production to 980 million bushels.

On July 1, 2021, the Ukraine opened the market for the
purchase of farmland. Farmers can now purchase up to
100 hectares (247 acres) of farmland. The limit for farmland
ownership is scheduled to increase to 1,000 hectares
(2,471acres) on January 1, 2024.

About 104 million acres of Ukraine’s farmland is re-
garded as the world’s most fertile soil. Land ownership is
expected to bring investments into the farming community
for production and infrastructure. A comparison to U.S.
farmers is investments in owned land versus rented land.

Since 2000, Ukraine farmers have increased grain and
oilseed production from 10 milliontonnes (tonne=2,205
pounds) to nearly 100 million tonnes. With the change in
land ownership, production is projected to reach 113 mil-
lion tonnes by 2026.

This wheat and other grain and oilseed production in-
crease is expected to be placed on the export market. Of
the Black Sea exporters over the last five-years, Ukraine
has had the largest increase in wheat exports.

While the EU-27 has always been a major player in the
wheat export market, it ranked as the number two wheat

Wheat Producer Advantage

exporter in the world for the 2013-14 marketing year. It was
number one during the 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2019-20
marketing years. The EU is expected to continue to chal-
lenge Russia as the number one world wheat exporter.

The Black Sea exporters have the biggest impact on
hard red winter wheat prices. The EU-27 has the biggest
impact on soft red winter wheat prices. This phenomenon
is expected to continue.

India (the third largest world wheat producer with 4 bil-
lion bushels, and the world’s second largest population of
1.4 billion) announced that changes will be made in their
wheat marketing system. These changes are expected to
increase wheat production, improve the quality, and re-
duce the massive losses of wheat in storage. India’s ob-
jective is to become a major wheat exporter.

Brazil, Pakistan, and Romania have increased their
wheat exports. While the exports have been relatively
small, every bushel exported replaces a bushel that could
be available for U.S. exports. This situation indicates that
these countries are developing export systems and mar-
kets for the future.

Some good news is that Russian wheat production
may have reached a plateau. Three out of the last five
years, Russian wheat production has been nearly 3.12 bil-
lion bushels. Russia’s five-year average production is 2.945
billion bushels.

Russia’s wheat exports have averaged 1.4 billion
bushels per year for the last five-years. The exports ranged
from 1.267 billion bushels to 1.47 billion bushels. Pro-
ducers should expect little change to our markets.

Reid Christopherson, Executive
Director

b /,[
Y 5 Office: (605) 773-4645
® SEKUOT'P Bryan Jorgensen, Ideal
Tregg Cronin, Gettyshurg
Terry Hand, Midland
COMMISSION Julian Roseth, Midland

. Leon Koeppe, Claire City
Producing Results for Producers



THISIS
YOUR GRAIN.

THIS ISYOUR
A GRAIN ON BUGS.

Protected with Diacon™-D IGR  Unprotected wheat aiter 150 days
of insect infestation”

Keep Wheat and Barley Neat with Diacon'-D IGR

From causing discount penalties to rendering grains altogether inedible, stored product
insect infestations make a verifiable economic impact. Diacon®-D IGR is a ready-to-use,
dry formulation solution protecting wheat, barley and other grains in a variety of storage
sites including water challenged situations.

Make sure your grains stay clean with Diacon”-D IGR. Call 800.248.7763 or o
visit BugFreeGrains.com to learn more.

“In taboratory setting n u

Always read and follow label directions, Diacon and Diacon with design are trademarks X 3
mark International. Central Life Sciences with design is a registered trademark S T OO
of Central Garden & Pet Company. ©2017 Wallmark International, CLENCceS

o Farm Credit
¢4§ Services

YOU WERE )

WEWERE W o

Farm Credit Services of

y S America is owned by our
; 5 - customers, That means
= ” ‘: everything we do is
e . focused on what's right
Srns: for you and no one else.
- & ek \ Discover the benefits of

a lender that works for you

at 800-884-FARM.

Mark B, / customersince 1989 > > BT 4 Agriculture Works Here..
‘ j » FCSAmerica.com
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